
sandra pape discusses her life 
as a mixed media artist

Sandra Pape responded to a series of questions posed by the Cedarburg Art  
Museum and her responses in the paragraphs below are reproduced verbatim.

I was born in Milwaukee and at the age of 11 we moved to 
Grafton which was a very small town at that time. I did not 
have any one person or event influence me to become an 
artist; in fact, I thought artists were born with their talent. 
My mother was creative, sewing clothes for me, knitting and 
doing crafts which I also enjoyed.  I became a collector at 
an early age bringing fossil rocks and other found objects 
to our home.  I would arrange them into venues, creating 
pleasing still lives.

It wasn’t until I was in my 30s that I became serious about 
art, even though I always loved creating and working with 
my hands. After moving to Cedarburg many people I met 
and became friends with were artists.  I wanted to be a part 

of the excitement.  I started working with collage and then I did assemblages.  A few 
years later I taught myself how to paint.

I am a self-taught artist. I think what was most influential for me was attending art 
shows where I was drawn to the work of outsider and untrained artists. I realized I 
could create art in an expressive way and do my own thing. Art did not have to be 
expressed only in a realistic form.

Joseph Cornell, an assemblage artist, and Hannah Höch, a German dada  
collage artist, opened my eyes and imagination. They made art with 
things similar to what I had collected. Their works were fresh, different,  
rebellious, and exciting to me. They made art that I didn’t realize was  

Hannah Höch (1889-1978) was a  
German artist who juxtaposed  
disparate parts in her photo montages  
and collages to make expressive 
statements. Her innovative works in 
post-First World War Germany often  
reflected her interpretation of a 
world teetering on chaos. Above, her 
Da-Dandy 1919 photomontage (left) in a 
Berlin private collection and her 1931 
Flucht (Flight) from the Whitechapel 
Gallery, London, opened new doors 
for artistic expression.

considered art.  I was definitely influenced 
by their work.

Being a collector of ephemera and found  
objects was a perfect fit for me to start  
creating collages and assemblages. I was able 
to save and recycle these items in a creative 
way. I love the challenge of putting all the  
pieces together. The finished product is  
exciting to see and often a surprise.

I do use different techniques and media 
to create my art but the theme of most of 
my work is the female figure which I think 
has become a personal statement in itself. I  
approach collage in different ways. One  
example is when I start with either a drawn 
or painted face and then build on from that. 
Another example is more painterly where 
most of the piece is painted and then I add 
pieces of collage to it. The last example is 
when I do the whole piece total collage on a 
painted back room [background].

I believe what I find most unique in my work is my own expressive style.  My work 
is very recognizable. I work with few restrictions and I let chance play a big part. 
My work has different layers and meanings. Often the visual connections are  
unexpected with an element of surprise and mystery. 


